
SPOKANE CONSERVATION DISTRICT  
210 N. Havana, Spokane, WA 99202 

BOARD MEETING MINUTES 
Tuesday, January 12, 2021 

 
Attendees 
Supervisors: Chair Jerry Scheele, Randy James, Tom Miller, Jaki Shrauger, Wendy Knopp 
Absent: None 

Associate Supervisor: Chris Mahelona 

SCD Staff: Vicki Carter, Cori Turntine, Barry Tee, Jeannie Jesseph, Hilary Sepulveda, Ty Meyer, Garth Davis, 
Lindsay Chutas 

Guests: Mike Baden (WSCC), Ryan Baye (WACD), Jeff Schibel (LCCD), Steve Sprecher (NRCS) 
 

Opening of Meeting 

The meeting was held remotely using the WebEx app to connect the participants. 

Chair Scheele called the meeting to order at 12:00 and led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

The Executive Session being held today is in accordance with RCW 42.30.110. regarding with performance 

of a public employee. 
 
Minutes/Treasurer’s Report 

Acceptance of Consent Agenda 

The Consent Agenda was previously distributed. The Board accepted the Consent Agenda items 

consisting of: 

 January 12, 2021 Board Agenda 

 December 8, 2020 Regular Board Meeting Minutes  

 December 2020 Treasurer’s Report 

 January 2020 Payables Report 

Chair Scheele added that Ryan Baye from WACD will give a presentation following Mike Baden. 

Motion James /Knopp to accept the Consent Agenda, including the December Payables Report in the amount 
of $180,081.72. Motion carried.  

Treasurer’s Report   

Shrauger reported that everything matched up and the financials look great. 

 

New Business/Linkage to Community  

Public Comments & Introductions 

Chair Scheele introduced Ryan Baye, Steve Sprecher, Mike Baden and Jeff Schibel. 

 

WSCC Report 

Baden said the Governor’s proposed budget proposal is positive for conservation districts and budget 

cuts were less than anticipated.  

The SCD election process is on track. He encouraged candidates to be sure to file their PF-A forms. He 

recommends that people request ballots and vote in the election. All supervisors will need to request an 



election ballot. Ballots are available on the SCD website. WSCC will have a committee to give input on 

the election process. 

WSCC is striving to stay on top of Covid-19 and OPMA guidance. The WSCC website has regular updates. 

WSCC is hosting a Task Order webinar next Wednesday. Cori and/or Vicki will attend for future Task 

Order work with NRCS. 

Baden thanked Ben Peterson and Hilary Sepulveda for help with hosting the wildfire training. 

Chair Scheele asked about the status of the person who applied for an appointed position on the board. 

Baden said the Commission reached out to that individual and explained that SCD does not have an 

opening for an appointed supervisor this year.  

 

WACD Report 

Baye is visiting all five NE Area conservation districts to give an update on WACD happenings.  

Mike Mumford from the Pend Oreille CD was elected WACD Vice President. This meant that he had to 

resign his position as WACD Area Director.  

Each area has two directors. A replacement needs to be found to cover the vacated position for the next 

10 months. The new Area Director will need to attend WACD board meetings and serve as a conduit 

between WACD and local districts. The meeting schedule has changed to the third Monday of each 

month.  

Schibel from Lincoln County CD, the other NE WACD Area Director, said he appreciates the change to 

having monthly meetings because he feels more connected. Tom Salzer, Executive Director of WACD, 

keeps everyone informed on what is happening. It is important to have two Area Directors to share the 

Eastern Washington perspective.  Interested persons should contact Baye, Schibel or Mumford for more 

information. Baye will be meeting with the other CDs in this area this week to recruit someone to fill this 

position. Baye would like to have someone in place by the February meeting. 

Baye recommended that supervisors sign up for the WACD Five Things newsletter. Carter spoke about 

how much she appreciates this weekly newsletter. 

He urges everyone to attend the virtual NACD Annual Conference on February 1-10, 2021. Michael 

Crowder, from the Benton County CD is being sworn in as NACD President. All SCD board members are 

already registered to attend. Carter strongly supports Michael Crowder.  

 

Sprecher from NRCS had a report to give but was unable due to technical difficulties. 
 
Governance Culture 
Financial Oversight/Review   
Turntine reviewed highlights of 2020 budget position. The year ended with a cash excess. A large portion of the 
excess is for expenditures at the 8th Property that were anticipated in 2020 but will end up being paid in 2021. 
But overall, SCD had a good year with a positive cash balance. 
 
The SAO audit is being wrapped up. We are looking forward to a report from them by the end of the week. 
There is a new OPEB reporting standard for post-employment benefits that we were unaware of, so it was not 
included in our annual report. Turntine is concerned about how this will be handled by the SAO. They want to 
know what the cost liability would be to the district for our retirees if the WA Health Care Authority folded. This 
has added a $700,000 liability to our financial statements even though it is only on paper and not actually 
payable. The Exit Conference will be held in the next few weeks. All board members are invited to attend. Carter 
does not agree that this large liability should be on our financial statements when it is nothing we will ever have 



to pay. More research will be done to find out more about this new reporting standard. 
 
Director’s Discussion 
Carter requested board action to accept a resolution to modify our 403B retirement plan which will allow 
employees to participate in an annuity contract as an investment option. We are currently working with Forester 
Financial and have the American Funds Mutual Fund program. The American Funds Mutual plan does not 
include an annuity option. Carter read through the resolution. The resolution was previously made available to 
board members. 
Motion James/Shrauger to approve Formal Record of Action Resolution that will give employees the option of 
purchasing annuities with their retirement funds managed by Forester Financial. Motion carried. 
 
Substantial completion of the new office building has moved to mid-February. The staff will start move into 
building during the month of March. Both the Tree Sale and the Election will be held at our current location. 
Carter hopes to be able to celebrate the grand opening with a ribbon cutting ceremony.  
We want to take our time to move in and not take over unnecessary items. We will sort through our things and 
put unwanted items out for surplus, offer to other entities or make them available to the public.  
 
There were a few overruns during construction, however, the building budget had a 10% Contingency budget 
built into it. Costs for extra rock excavation was paid for out of this fund as well as other change orders. 
Contractors are not anticipating any significant overages in the next month.   We are anticipating around 
$150,000.00 left in the contingency fund.  
 
Carter brought forward an Add Back request for the storage building utilizing the remainder of the contingency 
fund.  The original bid included an optional storage building but it was decided to hold off on this part of the 
project at that time due to unforeseen contingency costs and sales tax. The storage building will be constructed 
in a similar style as our office building. Each department will have a designated area in the building for storage.  
 
Motion James/Shrauger to approve the Add Back to our current construction contract for a multi-use storage 
building. Motion carried. 
 
Carter is making a presentation for the CERB funds to build another office building on the 8th Property to be used 
by Intrinium. She is meeting with the CERB e on January 21 about the $3,000,000.00 loan.  After several 
meetings and discussions, Carter prefers to use a design build bid method. This method will require approval 
from the PRC committee. A project manager will need to be hired to oversee everything. Preparation items and 
qualifications that need to be done to prepare for meeting with the PRC committee costs will be under 
$20,000.00.  
 
Staff evaluations are being reviewed. Carter is proud of how the staff adapted during the Covid-19 challenges 
and restrictions. 
 
The Stevens CD is working on programming for a 100-acre farm recently donated to WSU. It is located near the 
border of the Stevens County CD and the Spokane CD. WSU has a management plan for the forested portion of 
the property. Stevens CD wants to partner with SCD and VOTF on the farm ground for agricultural research.  
Carter also mentioned this has the potential to become a conservation model farm. James envisions an 
opportunity for students to do research projects here. With a house and bunk house on the property, it has the 
potential to be another Vets on the Farm project.  Carter, Meyer, and Gail will be looking into farm opportunities 
with Stevens CD. 
 



The SCD is celebrating its 80th birthday this year. Carter, Turntine and Sepulveda are meeting with our marketing 
team to discuss the best ways to get information out about 80 years of conservation in Spokane County. 
 
Carter asked Baye if there was a schedule of legislative activity that needs attention from SCD. He said there will 
be something coming out in the next edition of Five Things newsletter. He said CDs will be asked if they would 
like to virtually meet with legislative representatives in early February.  He hopes WACD will host a virtual 
legislative reception. 
 
Staff Reports 
Chutas reviewed items from the Water Resources report. Both pilot septic systems at Honeymoon Bay are going 
great. She hopes others in the State of Washington will implement these systems to improve water quality.  
Ross is working on some promising conservation technical assistance with multiple landowners.  
 
Meyer reported the DOE loan program is ready to go. Now that the SCD is offering lower interest rates he 
anticipates there will be more interest in the program. The large No-till drill loan is delayed until next fall. 
Meyer and Gail will meet with producers in the Biofarming program to put a spring plan into place.   
The Ag Expo is a virtual this year. He is considering their offer of having a virtual booth for this year. 
 
Sepulveda spoke about gearing up for the Tree Sale. The new online store will launch on February 1. Over 30 
species of trees and shrubs are available this year. She has received a lot of interest in the sale already. Currently 
85 customers have created wish lists to be ready to go for purchasing on February 1. Huckleberries and grapes 
are the featured species. The new online platform will make it much easier to navigate the sale. Contact Hilary if 
you would like to place an order. She needs a few orders to test the system. Rocks to Roots season two is kicking 
off. Forrester Ben Peterson will be her first guest.  
 
Jesseph shared an election update. So far one person, Wendy Knopp, has submitted her application for the 
Supervisor position. Candidates have until January 26 to put in their application. The ballot drop box is ready to 
go.  
 
Chair Scheele presented Carter with a special award for Visionary Leadership. Scheele read letter outlining her 
outstanding accomplishments and leadership qualities. The award was met with applause and joyful tears from 
those who were there. 
 
Board Planning/Training 
The Accountability and Partnerships WSCC training module has already been watched by Board members. Carter 
will verify that all supervisors have watched this training.  
 
Operational Expectations 

Correspondence and Announcements 

SCD Board meeting February 9, 2021 

NACD Virtual Meeting February 1-10th  

WACD Legislative Activity is forthcoming 

SCD Election Ballot Request deadline is February 16 

 

Executive Session  

An Executive Session in a separate WebEx meeting began at 1:50 in accordance with RCW 42.30.110 

regarding the performance of a public employee. The meeting was estimated to take 40 minutes. At 2:36 



the meeting was declared to extend to 3:00. Supervisors reconvened the regular board meeting at 

2:45pm. 

 

Chair Scheele announced the Executive Session will be continued next month due to technical difficulties. 

 

Closing of the Meeting 

Reading of the Motions 
Jesseph read the motions. 
 

Motion James /Knopp to accept the Consent Agenda, including the December Payables Report in the amount 
of $180,081.72. Motion carried.  

 
Motion James/Shrauger to approve Formal Record of Action Resolution that will give employees the option of 
purchasing annuities with their retirement funds managed by Forester Financial. Motion carried. 

 
Motion James/Shrauger to approve the Add Back to our current construction contract for a multi-use storage 
building. Motion carried. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 2:53 pm.   
 
Respectfully submitted by Jeannie Jesseph 
 
  

Gerald A Scheele, Chair      Randy James, Member                     

The Spokane Conservation District’s Board meeting minutes are intended to be a reasonable summary of the Board’s deliberations and action. The minutes are not 
a verbatim record of everything said at the meeting. The minutes include all actions taken by the Board. 


